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Tar 8 MS. of RozzxT THz Davis ap- 
pears to have been tranſcribed, word for word, 
from an edition in quarto printed either bf" - 
Huta de Worde or Pynſon, of which I have © 
ſeen a fragment conſiſting of ſix leaves; theſe 
have been collated with che MS. 

No mention is made of this edition in Mr. 
Herbert's Typographical Antiquities.® Nor 
have I ever ſeen a complete copy or heard of 
one: it it probable that the impreſſion was 
deſtroyed in the fire of London. There are 
no cuts in the fragment. The Drawings in 
the MS. ſcem to be of the time of Eliza- 
beth. or James I. | 

The MS. was formerly in the poſſeſſion of 
9 OS 


. Though in p. 227 and 237 is given a tranſcript of the 
heads of the chapters, from an edition in the Public Library 
Cambridge, apparently in proſe, coinciding exactly in matter 
with this, 
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EN lordinges that of annere 
her bene ot Selen 

Of aQtes that were-dawe ee. in ee bak 
By d e that before: u kw = | 
Ho ſome in myſchaiffe their byf&'dh#Ieade © 
And in this boke may N "ron £ 
Of one Robert tha db barne/it A 


That n ere tickle” 1 


On goddes grounds for by HIER FAN" 
W A Duke 


3 The Life of 
A Duke ſometyme in Normandye there was 
Full uertuous and devoute in all hys Iyuynge | 
And in almoſe dedes, he yede in che waye of grace 
Of knyghtlye maners, and manfull in iuſtynge 
A Lordlye parſone, alſo courtes in-every thynge 
Hys dwellynge was at Nauerne vpon ſayne 
At Chryſtmas to honoure that holy tyme | 
Open houſholde he kepte, and to 1 
A feaſte he helde vpon a certayne daye | . 
Lordes come thyther of greate renowne 
And as they ſate at dyner a knyght gan ſaye 
Vato the Duke, and on hys knees kneled downe 
My lorde he ſayd ye be owner of many a towne 
L 5 
After your dayes to rejoyce youre 
CEE EIT FEE IE 


Wyneles loage faid the duke have I taryed 
And lyued fole withdute any mate 
e 7 1:77 IRR 
But yet woulde I have one to myne eſtate 
Accordynge, for and I ſhoulde take 
A Lady of nobler bloude than I am 

Or elſe of lower degre, ſoono ſhoulde I forfake 
Myne one worſhip, and lyue lyke no man. 


Yf 


Roberts the Deuyll. 3 


Yt I onde nowe wedde, and after repent | 
And lyue in forowe and greate langoure 
'Thah myght I ſaye that fortune had me ſent 
A chaunce mysfortunate, diſtaynynge the floure 
Wherfore lordes all, accordinge to prudence— 
A forelight ſayeth Salomon ys worthe treaſoure 
You bo FT CLEFT 


| Than fade to the Duke 2 Baron right bolde 

My lorde I beſeke youre grace of audyence 

The Duke bade hym than ſaye what he woulde 

In Burgonye ſayd the Baron ys a ladye of reuerence 

Daughter to the Earle, yf yt pleaſe youre magnyf- 

Her for to take, there wyll no man ſaye naye [cence 

Than to hys wordes the Duke gave credence 

And ſayde I knowe well the Earles doughter that lady 

[ gaye 

In proceſle that lady to the Duke was maryed 

A bade was made of greats folblipaytye * | 


Goddes laws they dere und hie vertuoule 
Vet chylde together had they none 
They prayed to god with beart devoutlye | | 
WW 8 
A 2 Euer 


| 


— — 1 * - 
= 


* 


5 Ede Lite hou 


Euer * but qt woulde not be 
In twelue years, chylde, had they, nane 
Good dedes they, dyd, oY 
Alacks faid s Ladye fall I Ive alone 
Ofte ſhe Lyghed and made great mone 
That na chylde a dr body woke er 
The good Duke, allp eyes d e 
And ſayed good Jeſu pe hears my eg. 


Lende ſende me a chylde the * er. 
The Bake gde, f it be thy.wyll „ 
My wyſe ſproweth in her partye cl ed 
I feare, that ſhe wyll — . Fave i 
Nothinge-to the lorde chat ys-ynpollyble © 
Nome heare ay prayer for loue. of ty mode 
r a 
n LM eee _ ve" 


(Ant na ys thy Duke and e milked 
In a garden hy them ſelſe ann 
rere " 
Howe they could haue no chylde, and made much 
Full greate, and.ſaide joy haye we;none | [mone z 
I curſe them faide the Duke that made the maryage 
For I had leuer to have lyued.tyll.alone. 
Ä 


* 


a 


Roberte the Deuyll. 5 

And ſaid yf I had be maryed to another ladye 
I knowe that I ſhould have bad chyldren ynowe 
Yf I had chaunged, verylye I trowe  - [youe 
That chyldern I ſhoulde haue had: none haue I by 
Let vs thanke god of that be doth vs fende 
For I beleue and do verelye rowe 
That all oure ſorowe he may yt amende, . 


So on a morowe the Duke went on huntynge 
Hys hearte was fullfylled all with thought —_ 
In hys mynde chydde, and agayne ged grudgynge 
He ſighed fore iawardlye and ots 
If he myght baue dyed, nothynge be rought 
And ſayde god loueth not me, all in dyſpayre 
Many women baue chyldren: but myne nought 
Alas I trowe I ſhall have none to be myne heyre 


* The fende tempted ſoore the Duke tho © 
That he wyſt not what to do nor ſaye 
He left huntynge and- homewarde he dyd go 
And in to hys chaumber-he toke the waye 

So there the Duches at / the ſame tyme laye 
In as greate trouble as her huſbande was 
And to her lords ſaide no chylde I beate maye 
I ama vahappye, and therowith fayde alas, 


He 
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He toke her in hys armes and her k yſte 
And of that Lady he had all his pleaſure 
And ſo begate a chyld ; and yt not wyſte | 
The Duke to oure Lorde made hys prayer 
For to ſende hym a chylde for to gladde bys chere 
The ladye ſaide the Deuyll now ſende vs one 


For god wyll not oure petycion heare 
Therefore I trowe power hath he none 


She ſayde yf I be conceyued this houre note 
I geve yt to the deuyll both ſoule and bodye 
Lo thys lady was nere folyſshe I trowe 

And fullfylled with great obftynacye Þ 

Her owne ſoule there ſhe dyd put in icopardye 
For that houre ſhe dyd conceyve with a man chylde 
That whan he was borne lyued myſcheuouſlye | 

In thefte and murder lyke a tyraunte wylde + 


The tyme drewe ſo that nyne monethes was paſt 
Than her tyme drewe on verye nye = 

At the houte of byrth ſhe laboured faſt | 
More than a moneth the boke doth ſpecyfye 
She had many throwes, wick many a pytteous crye 
They trowed verelye that ſhe ſhoulde dye 
With that our ladye wolde her helpe and ſpeds. 
ot And 


Robexte the Deuyll, | #7 
And afsone as Robert the deuyll was borne 
The ſkyes waxed blacke that it was wonder 
And ſodenlye there began a full greate ſtorme 
Rayne lyghtenynge with horrible thonder 
They feared that the bouſe would ryue a ſonder 
Then blewe the wynde with greate power 
That they wende the dome had he comen there. 


Halfe the houſe the deuyll pulled downe 
Yet at the last the wether waxed cleare 
So for dreade thys lady laye in a ſowne 
That greate wetherynge ſhe dyd ſore feare ; 
Her gentlewomen bade her be of good chere 
They told her that the wather was gone and paſt 
Then to the churche the chylde they dyd beare 
And chryſtened yt Robert at the laſt. 


He was as bygge the ſame daye 
As ſome chylde of twelue monethes ode 
When they came from Churche be cryed all the 
That yt made many hym to beholde [waye 
Men fade the chylde loked very bolde 
Hys teeth grewe faft when that be ſhoulde ſoucke 
The norylhe nypples ſo harde byte he woulde 
r ²²¹ tra." 


| Breake their ynnes and put . 
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Thero dur no woinan geus jm fuk in fye 
For hys teeth grewe ſo 'peryllouſiye - 
———— - 
But than they woulde no more dy th eee. 
So with an horns he was fedde trewlyo 
At the years ene he could both go and peaks | 
The elder he waxed, the more vnhappye | 
Shrewdnes he woulde do bothe int houſe and ſiveate: 


Hurte would he do to woman ng” JS : 
Vngracious was he daye and nyght 1 22 
If he amonge any chyldres came 


He woulde them burte boch em- und r. 


Caſte ſtones at theyr heades and fygbe 


* 


Lordes and dyes of bym had greate delyghe 
And wende yt had” ben but wantonnes withouto 
doute. 
Mennes chyldren there he dyd muche harme 
Of them he hurte ſhrewdelye many a one 
Breake bothe legge headde and arme 
Therefore he was belbued of tore” > © 7-7 
Hye companye phi — 
They dyd flee fro i-th ruth Hay wen” 
We wylt not baue hym amonge vd come | 
They ſayd and ne never do; we be gladder. 
872 l 8 For 
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PEST Copy 
In to the ftreate there for to plage | 
They woulls take de and away runes 
To theyr fathers as faite as they mays 
Roberte the Deuyll dothe come they would ſaye = 
For yonge chyldrea gave him that name . 
The chyldren hydde them in corners euery days 
And toranns from bymthey wouldslavu theyr game 


' 


And whan tht he wat about ſeven yeare of ge 
Hys father ſette hym to ſcole in dede 

With a dyſcrete man and u ſage 8 

And prayed bys fonpe that be would hel | 
For to learne both to wryte and ade fa 
And to Roberte the deuyll bys father faydo- = 
Sonne, yf thy lyfe in vertue.thoue leade = 
. 


Robert we Devil wet to ok mag. 
N 3 {oy meg A 
He learned ſo. that he was paſt all-grace 
Ye happened at the laſt he dyd amyile | 
Hys maſter u Syr yous muſty amends thys 
Or elles forſothe ye ſhalbe beste 
— me Inks ti 
* B | ' Naye 


And ſome in theyr eyes to make them blynde.. 
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Naye ſayde hys maſter ye be to bolde 
And toke a rodde for to chaſte hym ſoone, 
So to beate hym he ſayde that he woulde 
Roberte ſawe what he purpoſed to done 
And ſayde ye were better lette me a lone 
For with a dagger be thruſt hym in to the bellye 
That the bloude ran.downe in- to bys ſhone 
So ſle we bys maſter, and let hym deade lye. 


Whan Robert the Deuyll ſawe bys maſter fall 
He ſayde he woulde go to ſcole no more 
Hys boke he threwe agaynſt the wall 
The deuil have the why thet he was ſarye therfere: 
Alacke he made hys fathers hearte foore 
When that hys maſter had ſlayne | 
The Duches curſed the houre that he was bore- 


She ſayde of hys companye no-man ys fayne. 


After that there woulde no pryſt hym teache- 
He folowed uice, he wouls be ruled by none 
And mocke pryſtes whan. they ſhoulde preache 
For and he into the church had gone 
He woulde ſkorne the clearkes euerychone 
And when they ſonge, come them behynde | 
So threwe duſt in theyr mowthes by one and one 


Rnoberte tue Deuyll. 
- Yf he ſaws any men of women deuoutlye knele 
For to ſerue God with theyr prayer, or ftande 
Pryuelye behynde them woulde he Reals * 
And geue them a ſowce with hys lande 
To cauſe fone. to yell out theyr tongues longe 
Or els he woulde make theyr heades go to grounde 
. Theyr neckes he hurte fore he was ſo ftronge 
And many olde folkes he cauſed to ſounde. 


Yet was vnpoſlible for a clarke to write 
The dedes he dyd that weare full vengeable 


| Then:genilemen that weare ſadde and dyſcrete 


Complayned to hys father withoute fable 
The Duke ſayde, to chaſte hym I am not able 
Than Robert was brought before hym 
He ſayde : Sonne, thy dedes ben reproveable 
Thou ſhameſt me and all thy hole kynne. 


Tho doeſt all thynge that dyſpleaſeth god 
Thy ſcolemaſter thou ſleweſt with a knyfe 
Becauſe that he woulde haue beate the with a rodde 
To the pryſtes in churche thou doeſt muche greyſe 
Full ofte I wyſhe me oute of my lyfe 
For thou of thy dedes arte ſo houge and peryllouſe 
That chyldren younge bothe mayde and wyfe 

dothe the knowe geuett: the theyr curſe 
2404 B 2 All 


0 


% 
1 1 * 1375 17 SY 
- 7 0 114 A 


All one with bym, in at the one care and out at 
He was neuer the better daye nor nyght 2 
Hys olde laye kept, he woulde do none | 


He was neuer glad but when he dyd fyght . | tbe, 


To ſwere and lye, theryn he had great delyght 
At laſt hys mother to her lorde packe 


And ad yt weed ba 60 mis n kayghe + 
Thys noble ordre let Robert the deuyll take. 


For I truſt then he wyll amende 
Whan he that greate othe doth heare. 
Vt wyll make bym ſorye for that he dyd offende 
And the workes of god hereafter for to leare 
And aſked Robert yf he would lyue vnder awe 
Of god, and the order of knight-hode beare 
He aunſwered I ſett not thereby a firawe. - 


At the laſt Robert was made a knyght 
Hys father bade him take bede of hys othe 


To deftroye wronge and to maynteyne right 


And do trewe juſtyce for leefe or for lothe 

For a knyght that in cheualrye goethe 

Euer agaynſt vice he muſt fyght 

And ſupporte trewe maydens, and he ſo dothe 

He ys an inherytoure of heaven, goddes own knyght. 


Boberte the Deuyll, 13 

Robert aunſwered, father at youre commandement 
I wyll thys greate order vpon me take | 
But for to chaunge all myne entent 
As for my manners I wyll not forſake 
All men ſhall not ones me make 
For to leaue my cuſtomes olde | 
I will contynewe and neuer wyll flake 
Thoughe I therfore my lyfe loſe ſhoulde. 


The Duke cauſed a greate iuſtynge to be 
Lordes came fro many a farre lande 
And Ladyes alſo that runnynge to ſee 
He that ſhoulde be moſte doughtye of hande 
There was many a knight full ſtronge 
That thought theyr clothes of: full greate pryce 
Yet a gayne Roberte there myght none ſtande 
As for worſhip by hym woulde none ryſe. 


A fyelde was ordeyned bothe brode and wyde 
With lyſtes fayre where they ſhould runne 
Tentes were pyght on euery ſyde 
Greate was the people that thether come 
The daye was fayre, hote ſhone the ſonne [crye 
Greate trumpets blewe, the herauldes made theyr 
That every knyght hys deuoure ſhoulde done 


For to proue who was moſte myghtye. 


14 | - The Life of he 


* | Knyghtes then dreſſed them to the fyelde 
In ſyluer armoure fayre and bright _ | | 
With helmes and haubreks that all the ſyelde dyd 
Steedes in trappoure the was a goodlye ſyght 
Speare heades that a ſtrong cots woulde ſaylle 
Clothe of golde in harnes curyonſlye. pyghe . _ 
Worne of haburgin many a ſtronge mayle. 


Roberte he deuyll came in as meke as a Lyon 
In his fyſte he had a greate ſpeare 

Of ſure wodde both toughe and longe | 
Hys loke fo. grymme many men dyd fears 
Alſo that houghe ftaffe that he dyd beare 

107 | Was almoſt as bygge as ſome twayne. 

wh Vnoccupyed ſaide Robert why ſtand we here 

| For to leave all worke he woulde full fayne. 


| The Duke bade them all to begynne : 
| Aare knyght then feutred hys ſpeare 


In fayth ſayde Robert I wyll run to hym 
| And lyghtly turned hys greate ſtede theare 

1 Eche agayne other ſpeares did beare 
[| | Thoſe courſers dyd runne, they ſmote in the fyelde 
Hartye were bothe, nought did they feare 

That knyght ſmote Robert ſore in the ſhyelde. 


Roderte the Deuyll. 18 
That the ſtroke made Robert right wrothe 

To him he thought to ryde agayne 
He feutred hys ſpeare, and forthe he gothe 
With bys ſhyelde Robert mette playne 
And ſtroke fo ſoore that he ſmote it even in twayne 
And throughe the knightes ſhulder the ſpeare dyd 
I trowe therof Robert was fayne frunne 
And aſked. yf any more woulde come. 


Another knyght thought Robert to afſayile 
So yode they together with greate raundone 
Loth were they bothe for to fayle 
And haſtelye theyr ſtedes ſtrongelye dyd runne 
So ſwyfte with ſtrenght Robert dyd come 
That bys ſpeare ran thorowe the knyghtes bodye 
And to the earthe dead fell he downe 
All men wondred of Robert trewlye. 


The thyrde knyght to the grounde be moe 
And brake bys horſe backe a fonder 
There was none that myght ſtande a ſtroke 
Of hym that daye, nowe the people dyd wonder 
To ſe that all knyghtes to hym were vnder 
For ſo ſoore Robert dyd them aſſayle (thonder 
A man had ben as good to haue be ſmytten with 


A to haue a ftroke of hys hand without faylle. 
Thre 
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— eds war tha ky 
He fared as he had ben a fyende of hel! 
As was in'carneſte;” and not in ple “ 
Fro cheyr harkw many kngghies be fell... Pa 
And broke. thyyy agmes neithu hokes os tell. 
For he trewe\ſa.greſelye and foors e 
That they knewe nother wo nor well 18 


On ſiedes myght they ryde never more. 


All ebe wot be thaw down threw -- 
Yonge nor vide he ſpared none 
For pittye had he 60. more dann ju * 
That daye he hurte there many a one ; 


And lyke a bone at che manch he dyd fome 

He fought and firoke all while that he was able 
— them 0 ane aw 
He loued murderers that were' cuer vengeable. | 


To-kyll and flew was all bye delyght - 
Texte nile Bois rb TAE, 
— rm backs 
Or with hys (peace at them.dyd thruſt. - 
To r 12 
For all bys pleafure was in deaths fete... + 
And ever be cryed who, will more . nn We 


The fey was ls wee. 
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And whan hys father fawe howe in vengeaunce 
He was ſett, and woulde no fad wayes take 
In hys thought he toke greate greuance 
And bade that all the knyghtes ſhoulde departe 
Eche theyr waye, and no more juſtes to make 
Than Robert woulde not obey the commaundement 
Of bys father, but ſuyd ſorowe ſhoulde awake 
For then in myſcheif he ſett all hys ententte. 


He woulde not go fro the battaylle 
But hue and ſlewe on euery ſyde 
The ftronge knightes chere he dyd aſſaylle 
| All the people Hedde, they durſt not abyde 
The knyghtes all awaye dyde tyde / 
With lordes and Ladyes euerychone | 
Robert loughe whan be that ſpyed 
Than thought he I will no more go home. 


Than Robert rode into the countrey 
And robbed and kylled many a one 
Maydens and wyues he rauyſhed pytteouſlye 
He pulled downe abbeys and houſes of ſtone 
For all the Churches that he dyd by come : 
Thorowe that countrey of Normandye 
By tys'wyll there ſhdulde ſtande none 
reren 
C He 
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He brente houſes and ſlewe yonge chyldren 
Death vpon death was all bys lyfe 
The countrey complayned to hys father 
Howe theyr ſeruantas were ſlayne with, Robertes 
Some ſayde he bathe rauyſhed my wyfe HO” 
And by oure doughters he hathe layne 
They prayed the Duke to ſtynte that firyfe. 
Or to flee that lande they would full fayne. 


The Duke wepte and. ſayde alas 
That euer I hym begate on woman. 
My prayer vnto Jeſu, ever was 
For to ſende me a chylde for I had none 
And nowe gode hath, ſente me one 
That maketh me full heauy and. ſad 
The Duches wayled and made great mone 
That from her mynde ſhe. was nye madde. 


The Duke made hys ſeruantas to ryde. 

To ſeke Robert in Cyttie and in tonne 
Good watche was layde on every ſyde 

On holte and heath in fyelde and towne. 
And in euery place that they, dyd come 
The countrey Robert dyd curſe and blame 
And prayed that he myght haue an yll death foone- 
For he the. ordre of knyghthode dothe ſhame, 
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With Robert at the laſt theſe men mette 
They ſayde that he ſhoulde with them them goo 
All aboute Robert ſhortlye they ſette 
One aſked hym what he woulde doo 
Wylt thou go with vn, he ſayde noo 


| And drewe bys fworde and with them dyd fyght 


Full greate woundes he gaue one or twoo 
And all the reſydue he put to flyght. 


| And all that he toke he put theyr eyes oute 

So bade them go ſeeke theyr way home 

And ſerued them all ſo withoute doute 

Theſe poore men they made greate mone 

So Robert departed and lefte them alone 

And ſayde tell my father that yt ys for bys ſake 
Then theſe men in tyme to the courte came home 


And thewed what maſtryes Robert dyd make. 


Thys good Dake in hearte was right wo 
When he ſawe hys mennos eyes oute 
Fore angre he wyſt not what to do 
But commannded all the courte aboute 
Counſtables and bayllifes with all theyr route 
All men to take hym who fo maye 
And in pryſon to put hym without doute 
He charged ull men good watche-to laye. 
PF: C 2 So 
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So when Robert ænewe of thys warke! ee 
He gathered a great companye thaues yl! 
He gate hym into a forreſt full;darke ©! DA 

Where yt was farre from . 0 

There he lyued and all dyd he x On + 712 

That ht e eee bnd 
Corne and fruites all dyd he ſpyll On 2255! l 

io doynge myſchrf alen was be e. l. 


Yon by pleaſure 10 xs Dee 09 the rer | 
A dogge dyd faſte as, well-as be bid 
Poore erer bill goyge bythe was. 
And holy hermytes that lyued deuoutiye 
So on a daye he roſe vppe enriye 0 of 
Ann ti rl nc were . 'h 
Before a croſſe knelynge on.theyr knee 
Of thejw-pripere t9-ilme incite thi foal. | 


rere, 
- That gapeth vpwardes aſtar tha ⁹6nʒ | - 

If ye be a thruſt ye ſhall drynke no- 

And ou hedrewe bs fine full one 

But ſuffered death for Jeſus faks--/ wY 10 1 3 
80 throughe one of theyr, bodyes bys ſworde dyd 
. 


; SOON 2% 
2 — 0 

And reioyſed at that peryllouſe dede nA 

| En be faydo/jrs ds your full * 1 
Patter and praye ye in youre erede 3 Is os ©. 
Full ſaſte theſe holy men dyd dlede _ 

SS beats wbeitenigey', 

With hys ſworde be thought further to ſpede 

In vengeaunce he rought not where he becomes - 


The cloudes had in elj pped the Sunne of grace 
Lyle to an apple that the core doſt putryfie 
The darke myſtes of: uice ſmote hym in the face ; 
He was none of the ſhepe of Iſrael but the kyd of 
He exyled pitye as dyd cruel Kyngs Pharzo fte 
. 


= 
un 


Then he lefte theſe ſeuen hermytes deadde © 

; r rpg 
80 lyke a bore he threwe'vp bys headde 

The bloude of the hermytes covered all bys gowne 

A ſhepherde he faws and rode'to'bym ſoon 

But whan the herdes man dyd hm eſpye 

Lt was no hede to bydde hym begone 

He ranne hys waye then for feare dyd he orye. 

EE 1 | At 
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At the lafte he the ſhepherde ouertoke in ſaye 
And aſked what tydynges that he woulde tell 
The ſhepherd agande d hym «dd fe bel 
I was of youe afrayde I wende ye bad come oute of 
And as for tydynges, here ys darkenes caſtell 
There lyeth the Duches af 
With many a losde of her counſel! 
Of all thys greate lande the rojalltye. 


. So Robert came to the towne there the caftdl 
The people ſaweone ryde as he had ben madde ¶ ſtode 
With a ſworde in hande, and all arayed in bloude 
To runne in to houſe euery man was gladde | 

At the laſt Robert began to waxe ſadde 


And ſayde alas that euer he was borne. 


Is awe cad ——— he 
Hys heere of hys beade he thought to haue torne. 


Than he was a baſhed ſoore in bys mode 
Wban that the people woulde hym not abyde 
What yt mente than he vnderſtode 
Euery body them ſelſe from hym dyd hyde - 
Than to the Caſtle gate Robert dyd ryde 
Ayd fayne with ſome body he woulde ſpeake 
But whan any man hym eſpyede 

They ranne awaye as they dyd in the fircate. 


Than 
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Than with a beauy bearte downe dyd he lyght 
And went ftreyght into the Caftell hall 
But when the people of hym had a fight 
None durſt hym byde there at all 
Many for helpe dy crye and calle 
Hys mother ſawe hym as ſhe fate at meate 
For feare ſhe beganne to fall 
And haſted her awaye for to.gette. 


And when he ſawe hys mother goynge 
He ſayde alas Lady mother ſpeake with me 
Hys hearte for forowe braft in weepynge 
Whan he ſawe her from kym for flee 
And ſayde to hys mother full pitteouſlye 
Lady tell me howe that L was: borne: 


That I haue ledde my lyſe ſa-miſcheuouſlya 
In the tempeſt of uice with many a greate ſtorme. 


Howe ſhe gave hym to the fende both ſoule and body 

And he aſked ber howe ſhe: durſte be fo bollle 

To gyue hym from god allmightye 

I knowe he ſayd that I haue lyued ſynfullye 

As euer dyd the emperoure' greate Nero 

Amende I wyll and for mercye crye. 

My dedes will I bewayllo wherſocuer I go. 
* | Hys 
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Hys mother prayed hym to ſmyte of her headde 
For the treſpace ſhe ſayde, that I dyd to thee 85 
I am worthye therefore for to be deadde 
To god I offended alſo in obſtynaeye 

Slea me ſhe ſayde, and I ſorgiue yt thee, 
He ſayde, Mother I wyll not do ſo 
I had leuer be beaten ſull bytterlye 8 
And on my feate to the worldes ende to go 


And a greate whyle there he ſo laye 

There ſodenlye he roſe in that ſtounde 

And ſaide Mother nowe I go my waye 

To Rome wyll I hye as faſt as | m fk, ct 
And prayed her to commende hym to hys father dera 
So he deſyred them all for bym to prays | 
And wont forth with a full pytteous chere. 


So ſhortly Robert toke hys horſe and rode 
Streyght vnto the forreſt to hys companye | 
Shryked full ſore with a full pytteous crye 
And ſaide alas lorde to ſynfull am I _ f 
All women beware, curſe neuer your chylde 
And yf that ye do, then be youe in jeopardye 
Alſo in myſcheyff they ſhalbe defyelde. 

| Wy 
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Wyth that the Dann 
And aſked her why ſhe dyd wepe and wayle 
She ſayde Robert youre ſonne hath ben here {fayle 
And fhewed how that he wolde to Rome without 
Ab, ſayde the Duke, 23228 
He is act able to make teſtytucyon 
Alacke ſayd the Duke yet am I gladde fauns fayle 
That he ys wyllynge to make hys confefion. 


Nowe ys Robert come te the ſorreſt agayne + 
And founde hys men all at dyner ſyttynge 
To cotwerte them to goodnes be would full fayne 
And ſayde my felowes, with pyttobue lanentynge || 
Let remember oure/fynfalt lyuynge 
And aſke god merey with greate repetemCe 
If we lade thys lyfe fü, yt will vobrynge 
2 — — 
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Houſes we haue brentte mami one - | - 
And ſpylte of chyldren much — 
Compaſſion there, nor pytthe had we none . 
In myſcheyff wo delyted, und neuf in got 
And nowe let vs remember him that dyed on che rode 
That from vs yet hath kept hys fworde 1 
For and we howe in deathes daumce ſtode N 
To hell ſhoulde we go; — 


One ſayde Robert, what be you, hEre 
And ſtode up and began hytm to hne 
Will your ſer fellowes : the ſon wylbe an anker 
What maſter, ye be as te a4 2 ſhepe nee ſhorne 
I owe youts bene 
For your tt ys oute of nei ? re 
I woulde not have thys teurme aboute bern 
Thaz we hrs 10 hello with dure fegs- 
[aunce. 
Another theſe aide maſter Robert, . 
To preache to ys yt ys all in vayne © 
And what I fayey' eee 
ue 
Euer yet in theſe wotkes we haue be hne 


Br 
We wyll not forſake thoughe ye ſtryus w agh¹ννj, 
ene Aer 
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mn 
But in myſcheyf there to lyue ſtyll 
And to the poore men they wyil ofts offende 
One after another for to kyll - W ae 
—— ounrychons- 
2 


He tolde them a good ſeruaunte muſt haue good 
Nowe do I paye youe after your deſeruynge I wages 
There dead in the floore all theyr bodyes ſprayles 
Robert ſhuit the dovce and they laye. within — 
And ſayde of myſcbeyf this ys the endynge | 
So he thought to ſett the houſe on fyre Ha ans, | 
But he dyd not, helped a waye Res 


Than Robert toke bys horſe and bleſſed bym 
rr 
Ouer hyllen and downey daft rydynge = 
Thus rode he fiyll all a lange daye 
And fr hug he cred wall aye 
Than of an abbaye he had a ſicht | 
Whiche ofte he had robbed —— A at 
Alu fide Robert ther will L lodge to . 
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And fayde to cate ſayna I wolde haue ſome. 
And when the —— 
Eche man hy waye faſt dyd onne 


| | | | Have werey an ws for eee 
——ů—ů—ů— 


Then vp be tete and-went t9-the e 
And ſayda to hym with pittecuſe: lamentyngy- 
I haue bene ſo ſympſe father, u ye we t 


An of all that I hang.offindediraze us 
, — — 
2.2 
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And when they hearde hym pittoouſſye complayne 
And in hys hards hearts toks repentiutice | 

The monckes all thereof were fun 

So there he tolde them alk in ſubſtuunde 
—— —-—-¼ 8 
Aud to Rome to take hy Journeye | 
So there he called to hys-remembraunce 
Of bys lodge and thereof talie the abbot the keyez. 


Thys keye to the Abbt ther be t 

And elde byn tt be bens bs ch e 
In the theues lodge yr d he woulde los | 
That be had robbed fynce the ſyrſt heures 
And ſaide my meynye lyen dead in the floore 
The Abdot he prayedto geus bysfather the key” 
— — — 
1 


For me to all therm that I dy ofende 
I crye hym merey u Tant e ne 

Hym ſor to myſcheif alſo Vdytiemendes 

| There Robert toke hys leane of all the hole cou. 
Hys horſe and hys fworde he to hys father ſende 
And fo departed and on hys foete forthe wentte. 
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- Than rode. edit — 
And ſhewed of Robert all that was de 1 


- There he delyuered vp the be 


And of bye eauatotnihentidobe Dake all -- 
Then be hys:men-before hym dyd call + A 


| And ord | wil rp an reid the grades nguyme 


And every man bys owne haue ſhall - 
Thon were the Dukes — 


— ͤ—— — | 
By holte and theath,. many a wery waye = 
He laboured night and daye euer fiyll 
Ar the lt he came t6 Rome on e. 
All nyght poorely in the fireate he laye = 
And the god plas t0 curd bo went eps ſl 
Tewerdes the/quyere and nothynge.dyd t 
For that daye the Fope fayed all the feruyee: 


Tho to bym ſelf. he ſayde, oute alacke 

Yet he thought boldlyer for to abyde 
— 
So preſt amonge them. tyil he came to che pope . 


| And fell dojmie to-byv-fets/and-dowde there be cryed 


66— GEAR” 
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The popes ſeruauntes would bave pulled bym aſjde 
Oure holy father, yet qunſwered ? N. 
Medle not with hym, lett lym abdyde 1 
That 1 mays here what he den- dr., 
Robert aunſwered I am here thys'daye 
The lyuer that euer was founde 
Ta lun rr wr wa onde 


I am the greateſt ſynner that lyued on grounde. - 


The poge SjfO Ut —— 
And whye makeft thoue thys lamentacon © 
— — 
I defyre your' to heate my confeffion = 
n 
On them to mud yt y vnnumerable} © = 
Vice and I reſted all ways in one tabytacion 


With murder and every vathryſtye culpadle. | 


That ys the worſt ereatu re of all the worlde yu 
Yee yee ſyr ſuyde Robert I am the ſame man 
Greate myicheyf haue I do, and muche yil 

As to robbe and fles, both burne and kyll 

The pope fayd, . 
By vertus of hys paſſion ſtande here yl | 

Do to me nor my men bo maner of hanne. | 1 


| * 
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Naxe ay fayde Robert, —— 
Wyll I hurte by night nor dye 0 
| The pope toka ham by the hande than 
And bade bin in cheese 1 368 jo 
Thereto Robert woulde, not faye naye,, ., 
But all bys Gaaes. confeſſed. and tolde __ 4 
The pops, wha he. kya heards dyd quake. for ſraye 
For , een eee 


And tolde home hys mother gaue hym to the feende 
In the boute of hun fycſk contemplacyon * bed 
The pope lapd Robert I thee. tell Lit big df) 
Thou wait goto nba there-mpile michonte be 
Robert ſayde with gaod will thys ſhale done [towns 
Tben weate be.qq.the-poges gooktlpe father. 1+ 0 
The pop commanaded bam % tn dane. :.  / 


| That the amt wight bys conlefiian hase · 


Io the gorngnge Robert walked. ouer hyil and dale 
He was full wereigh bis. labavrnge., - + - + T. 
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And for-youre ſynnes ever yous e be ſorye 
For as yet I will not . yous '* © 
Is « Ina cope et apa full your bye" aged 
Do ye as I do youe'councell ͤö es * 
Aſce gotl ehe and er youre bn bers 1 | 
For all thywayghtiwyll wehe and pus * 
Vase dende, that Tee 0 


And ſaide hem avwe — ite 
2— — 
things 40 n Red 14d 94 2a ©2944 
Meate. none-to-eate; withouts-a-doggs-do ye biynge 
To the in hys mouth, den wulle den t 217 
No worde to ſpeake, tut us bdombe euer beynge 


——— 


„% een eee 
Tue bermpus dads n 
Thou muſt do as | hu, erg ande 
With thys ſharge yennames wos mut Iyue 
Tyn god of hys dabies by. the he perde 
Forget t thys, in thy heute Jet it bs layde 
At the laſt god wylll ſende the % agayue. = 
Robert wepte as thaughe he Reba tak. 
And fayde abys pemnennce. wlll I da full fayne.. 


| The bernie. — ae a 
And whan thy ſynnes be-alaane Songouen tho 
By an Aungall ged-wyll ſande the neee 
Robert ACID: - 
So eche toke theyr leaue af .ather a 
Nowe god for dur be wyth de 4 
— er ont <A d 


There aa Robert departed ro the bermyt 
And bleſſed hym and agayne went to Rome 
For to da bys peanaunce in the fee 
And whan thatibe thether uc, 
Lyke as he had ben a foole he dyd renngg 
————— — 
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"Fane inning": 1 . 
Caſtynge ſtyckes und fene b af 
Add ike wits radicd the Wold dyd brake: 
————— 
Burges of the eyne ur Reber aye kughynge 
Out of thiyy wyndowes wferbymplaye: 
The bern due e eee eye” 
Ixus cantynewed cantynewed Robert manyes A. 51. 


Thus ky playet he fouts on s frat = | 
He came od ty — Coe. 
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e 
So daunced und left un e to ere 
At the kev the Kinperoure bas pyeue on bym 
Howe he tacre tie due and gariy bys e 


Tigo dam ring Rebeghunyye wits 
So proferde 3 * 
Robert lane my de wouldd a se 


Ver tod witty yy beuy m e 
At —— 


2 a 

So he dyd, and whan Robert yt had ſpyne 

Ali thought Rainy . nar xo yoo. 
UG ol 507 
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M e 
And all for to haue the: bone awaye - 
The hentai et moans 
So ſip} is kys/mowthe. Up Lapty ye grapes. . 2:11 
Whan Robent ſawe that, done ha las 
The dogge grows theona ds and Robert the other 
The Emperoure-laughed whan he that, fawe 
And fayde the dogge and he. fought harde togathers 


The Emperoure: ſawe that be r 
And bade to throwe the dogge.a bole 2 211 
Whan Robert ſawe that he ws. glad grestelycr 
Fonto loſe bys parte the win right lache, 11/114 
And agayne to the .dogge he goeth- | bus Ln2nus) 023 
So brake the loſfe a ſonder and to the hounda--. ; - /. 
He gaue the one-halfe to-ſaye the ob 2:2 of 2 ot 
And ante the other us the dagge dion the grounded 


» The Emperoare ſaiſleg fyththat I was borne; ;* 
Sawe I neuer a more fodleinaturall || 2:1! 1 02 
Nor ſuche an ydeat ſaws. I never beforas ©.) 
That had leuer eate-that that, tu che doggs dyd fall 
Rather then that that was proffered hym in the hall 
B e 
ſtile LA „ DAs , id <7 1 
nee won in dgucbearty urges pte. 
There — ORE * 
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At dhe laſt Robert went into a garden 
And there he founde a fayre fountayne 
He was 2 thurft and whan he had droaken 
He wente in to hys dogge agayne 
To ſolowe bym ever he was fayne | 
Thus vnder a ſtayre at nyght laye the hounde 
And wer hys peninaunce Robert dyd not dyſdayne 
. 


Whan the Emperoure eſpyed byn lye there 
For hjm a beg bu un h he faye- -- - 
And le yt be layed for dym under the Hure 
$0 they dn and Robert poſited e 
And woulde have them to beare the bed awaye- 
Then they fett hym an arme full of ee "nA 
poet ch 4+ os. rr, & 1 
All men marveſlel chat t . o r 


. —— 
And as, the Emperoure wis at dyner on a dye 
A Jue ae at te bonds, har greats e longe | 
In that houſe beare, and Was receyued dll waye 
Tun Roberte ne rake ta bye e ts taps 
And r ts, AI 
backe , pr nn > 
Robert ſet ths/deggis ats to bys weed withbut nap: 


Bull ſoore the Emperoure loughe han he ſawe that. 
Robert. 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
| 
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Reert as» pls a hn bo aryl 9 
And ſoone he tobe her by the hende A 
50 it dt r 
e 7 
At the lu ——— Cates | 
And rs mt ck ng he tires 
Abd theews bar quyoke ins the-hodls poiine |. 


Lordes and baren lovghe that Hcy couldy not 
To ſee bym make myrth widhoute harme =. 


And aide-the Senalehall bathe gathered 5 great array 
Beeauſe ye wyll not leq 5 e 
He purpoſeth all Rome r to dy, 


Thye Ergperoure had a doaghter that coulde not 
The whiche the Sencfohall loved as hys lyſe [{peake 
And oft with te Emporoure he dyd treats 
For to haue her yato hys w 
And for that cauſe the Seneſchell made thys firyſo 
Neu e Emperavce in nowiſe wende 
Geue hym hys doughter, he ſwere ofte (the 


Roberte the Deuyll, 39- 

The Emperoure heard of the Sarafyns that were 
For to dyſtroye theyr cheyftpan Conntrey {come 
He made a crye ia greate Rome 
That younge and olde houlde make readye 
As manye as were betwene fyſtene and fyxtye 
Lordes barons and knyghtes drewe out of every caſt 
With an houge companye and « wyghtye 
They thought for s Fall che Saraſyng greate hofte, 


So farth withall bothe theſe hoſes mette 
Wyth weapons bright and fledes Rronge 

So with ſoore ſtrokes together they ſets = 
Theyr ſpeares braſte in peves longe 

Many a doughtye was flapne in that thronge 
Greate horſes ſtamped in rom wodes / 
Ore chryſten mea wore put to the wrongs 
With woundes depen that full ſore bledes. 


Oure torde-on hys feruauntes had compation 
And fent an Aungell with hogſe and armure 
Vnto Robert as he dranke in the gurien | 
And faide heſtryde thys good ſtede that longe will en · 
And in all haſte go ryde and helpe the Emperoure- 
| Alacke thought Robert nede hath no cure 
Than rode ke forth the ſpace of an houte. 
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Than he ſpyed a great race of bloude in Robertes face. 
But that he gars when he in the battaylo-wits -* ' © 
And (aide, hereyoſame rybande in this place hm ſo 
That hath hurte ny Robert, that no hum can do. 


Youre doughter nieuneth he had it ate fyeldo- 
At her wordes the Einperoure afbhamed-was | - ' 
Andbwized ungrys and that bys doughterbebelde | 
He hade thy folyth mayde'thiynketivbe fought in me 
He bade her meſtres teacke/het more better {felde' 
Fir ſhe will sidtewyſer be in tier alde'- 


ber. * 
- Than 


A vole ſhall ſhe dye, 
r 
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Than the ſdconde tyme the Sarakint came to Romy 
And with the Eenperbure fought aſore fyelde | 
The Aungelt igayne t Robert dyd ces 
And then he rode forth hys weapon to welde ( 
He perizſhed brefiplates and many ah 
The Emperoure that knyght agayne babclde 

To watche for hym hys men ki dyd wers. 


But he was gone they wyſt not whether 
So on the morowe'an other fyclde wis pt 


So on the morowe'that they ſhaulde ft 
Syxe knygktes laye in = woods prevelye and KN 

They fayde we wyll of that noble man have a ſight 
And to our lorde brynge hym we fl. 1 


On the morowe the ſunne ſhone bright 
Bothe partyes there was aſſembled — 
All the fyelde' gave u greate lyght x | 
Of the glejues that glyitred, the Sedes tremble 
A wonder to. heare the brydles that gyngled __ 
With arbelaters they ſhot many a quanell 

All the groutde of che noyſe rombled - e. 
. 


Roberte'the Dauyll; 43 
That ye Robert proued hym doughtye of hande 
Manye fro theyr horſes downe he dyd ſhlynge 
None was able bys dente for to with ſtande 
The noyſe of gunnes made ſach 4 bellowynge 
Ali the fyelde.fowned as yt had ben thonder 
Of bloude greate gutters they.myght ſe runnynge 


All Saraſyns fled, the. chryſten won the fyelde- 
ways than full pryuelye 
And lowde vnto hym beganne to erye 
Syr knyght ſpeaks with vs for thy courtalye 
Robert thought not agayne to turne | 
The other knyghtes rode after haſtelys Jrunne: 
And fmote theyr horſes with ſpores and after dyd 


Roberte ranne ouer dale and bhyll 

Hys ſtede was good that he had there 

A holde knyght folowed after hym ſtyll 

And into the reſte he threwe hys ſpeare 

So ſtrongelye to Robert he hyt beare 

To haue llayne hys hotſe, — 
The ſpeare head braſt, and in hys legge bode theres 

7 NSD - Fa | 


„„ in er 


Backe agayne rode than-thys knyght ſo bolde - 

There of 'hyeiſpeare hende he hym todes 

To ſee hym quod the Emperoure I naar 
 Thanthroughe all hys lande he dyd proclayme - 

That — 0 wound with 

＋. - *he ſpeare head 49, 2{211t:þ $0757 ", whitzvty } 

Shoulde have hys daughter, and not her lane 

Vnto hys wyfe ber for to wedde. - 


And fad Syr Empetoure ure kayghe am 
The Emperoare fiid-to kym, :thou art not lykelye 
* | 


ac kit Gr ebene 
And ſaid, beholde thys and the head of the fpeare 
The Emperoure was abaſhed-in that Rounde- . - 
So there he gaue the Seneſchall hys doughter 
(And onthe morowe be hold be maryed vas ba 
So was the Emperoure by hym beguyled 
He wende vexelye that he had ben there. N 


Rofferce' the'D@yll, as 

On the morowe thys greate weddynge ſhoulde be 

That the Seneſchall fhoulde have bys doughter |. * 

And fo brought her to churebe, the ſeruyce began 
For Robert was he that helpe you in the fyelde 


Thwean Aungell brynge hym bothe ſhylde and ſpears 


7 Emperoure whan he fawe hys daughter 
For foe he-was nete vute of hys mynde [ſpeake 
Than the Seneſchull wich ſhame ſhranke bebynde 
$0 to the Pope the Emperoure dyd wynde 
And drought them to the welle the ſpeare head to fynde 
And betwene two ftones ſhe eſpyed yt fone 


[greate 
Than went to ſeke Robert bothe lordes and ladyes 
At the laſte they foutide hym lye vnder the ftayre 
Amonge the dogges and with them dydde cate = 
They defyred hym to-ſpeake with wordes fayre 
But he made fignes us he coulde notheare 
"With that came an hermyte & toke hym by the ſleue 
Hunt thether by god he was bys goofilye father © 
VG 


The Emperoure prayed hm to ſe bys thpe- t 
Robert woulde not heare, but whan ho ſawe the Paro 
He ranne und- played bys tavuntes-abvut lyghtlye. = 


The pope bade: hn ſpeake for the loue of. Mae 
Robert bym.ſcermed 5 ene 


Wit that Robvet'fol downs on hys l | 
The pope and the Emperoure were glad trewlys- ' 
But moſt oi all-that ladye made reioy{ynge if 
That was, the Erpperours doughter that yongelynge 
Deſyripge her father that ſhe myght Robert wedde' 
n 

all chg.hafts.davghter Jt ſhalbs ſpodde, F 


eee, Emperou e 
A feathwas bolde of great Gleampnytis. 
Eche of them were full gladde of other 
And at the laſt when ended uns ye ID . 
He toke leaue of the Emperouce and to-hys owne- 
He-yede for the imp hys father was dead - [countrey. 
Alſo a falſe hys.pother in greate icopardys 
* ae 


Robrate the Berl. #7 


Wit neuter bo got he pn Bens 
"The Duches was then glad and h\nthe _ | 
"That Robert her fonne 0 vertuous yer cows hown 
Whiche in bys youths. lyved ſo mh a 
Than all men loued bym, bath mayde and wyic 
Tyll it befell pon a certayne de 
— — full ſaxthe 
And prayed hym to come to Rome in all the haſt be 

maye 
With byn larde the Emperoyre. in de | 
Robert ſent after men. oye and facre 
In all tha haſte thether he gan-fpede 
r 
The Seneſchall the Ewperoyre: had (ayer 
For ſorowe Rabertas hearte dyd blede 
In fyelde he woulde have fought full ſayne. 


And purpoſed far to mete bym in the fyelde 

He reared up many a black Sacaſon 
With e ſtrong bets ſpecs and (ape 
So ether partyes other bakiclde. _ 

And fought together a rene batteyll 

Thare Sobees with bee bandea the Ganakhel ide 
80 to bys countrey returned without fayle. | 8 
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cee cue Kar ops by have 9 
80 lyved be full Aust üBg 
re Dane ee 6 
And putiyite Rebelfes both hange-and dee 
Than was he called the ſeruaunte of god 
ALICE pov A 
Far anal pres rn rye, 


. ibs Eniperours doughter hin had 
That ns NED Ions 
In manfull dedes be bys lyfe. lade 
Doughty he was bothe with ſpears and launes? 
Lo, th Robert ende bys hi in P => ww! 
And whan be dyed hys fouls: wout tb beauen bye: * 
Nowe all men bear the in remembraunce . 
He that hwet wall eo og den hl dye. | 


— dhywith 2h Heil No. 
Ye ſhall dup Aſtro uirtions er 
And cauſe ſome . 5 
By readynge bookes aan lebe al ynge 
That euer was done; and hereafter ſhallbe 
Hlenes'to myſcheif . 
Ard „ > dA 97 
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Robert the Deuyll, 


Take youe enſample of thys ſtory olde 
Howe that he in youth dyd greate vengeaunce 
In doynge myſcheife he was euer bolde 
Tyll god ſent to hym good remembraunce 
And after that he toke ſuche repentaunce 
That he was called the ſeruaunte of god by name 
And fo contynewed without varyaunce 
God geue vs grace that we may do the ſame. , 
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Here endeth the lyfe of 
Robert the Deuyll, 
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